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THE fiRST SETTLER IN HILLSBORO 
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I John McNeel. was .born in Freder- state 
iek C0UD i,Y, VIrginIa, in 1745, and u u&\ 

I passed m u r> h of his early life 10 Uum- ur 

A B'c~raphy of John Me eel 

By Elfz ' bJth C. Sbeet 
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' berlpnd, M · {yJand. tn the 
J Mr. McNeel seemed to be fond of re(!ell~n 
athletics and in a contest his ant at{- York., 
onist was badly injured. To avoid of W 
arrest and trial for mur(ler he tIed 
and folIo wed the trend . of iihe hBe­
ghenies. A 10Dg while was spent io 
the wildernAss without much food, 
causing suffering of the mind anrl 
the s ape bis body was in cannot be 
iml'gined by any of us. Finally go· 
ing deeper and 'deeper into the WJl· 
derness, be carne at last in view of 
t e Levels in 1765. 
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' these men he learned that; tHe ma 
ty he had been boxlDg with was DO~ 
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~ - hi oJA home, who had come here 
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- d the e men be learned that; tile m 
~~~ he had been box ing lth was DO'j 
, r!- killed !Aod not even seriou \y hurt. 
i ' 0 I This was iudeed good new to him, 
0ad- because be fe t fr.ee from all bloody 
eck stains. 

) Ml. McNeel shared hi cabin wi h 
IIp- . hiG friends and hel ped them cle ' r It. 

rd. f tract of Jand adj oilJi ~ his ~ract. 
Jld . 'l'he tbree tben -el. ou t for the lower 
reo I valley of Virgtnia. 

W tJiJe visi iiing o rne J oho MeN eel 
married Martba D a. vis wilo was bor 
in Wales in 1740. Shortly afte 

. ttleir marrlage they came out 
Levels, A few acres was 'ioon cl~ar 
ed tt, and plenty to subsist u 
Wi raised. 
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I an tluntea [or 100 , ubI t.ng most wild 
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W !Jile visj vi ng home John M 'N eell 
mar ried Martha avi wilo wa' born we 
in Wales in 1740. ShorLly after to 
ttJe ir marrJage they came out to F 
Le vels, A few acres was "oon clear 
ed tt, and plenty to subSist upon 
wa raised. 
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( in Wales in 1740, hot ly a fter to 
fJeir marna e they came out t Flo 

L evels, A few acres as 0 n clea.r an 
ed tf, and plenty to ubSlSt up n Th 
was raised . t1 

Mr, McNeel s d eply impre eJ 
with a sense of gratitude 0 God for 
his care, and after all to fall into 
such a well.1thy pia e tl la t he built a. gl 
place for worship, the Wi ite Pole h 
church . co 

In a few years the D unmore war m 
opened up. McNeel and the two 
KennisoDs went into camp at Lewis· & 

burg ao li joined the ex pedi tion at" 
.Poi nt Pleasant, October 10. l714. 
The y went a~ross the Ea.stern m un- \ 1 
tajn and enlisted if) same com pa.n 1 
hat ~ ent 1r.Hn l'r CIeri k co n b 
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t heir lhes here h 11- 1 : f . "he 
Wntle Mr. Ie"'e 1 t lIt H \1 

P leasant it child born n died \ \i0 
befo re hi return, The aher it\} 
het o wn ha.nd rt>p r t he ot'fin 
and ~ra 'e anr1 lJlHlt,U i~, 
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r n ere m rrl f1 
reared lsrge families. ar 

Mr. McNeel was the first man to 
settle in Little Levels when only 
twenty Jears of age. Mr. McNeel 
ai 0 laid the foundation of the Meth· 
od ist ch urch and first established 
Methodism in Pucahonta.s count}' . 

Mrs John McNeel laid the first 
body to rest in the McNeel graveyard 
Mr. Me eel lived to be elghtiy years 
of age anu died In 1 25. 
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